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HON JAMES (JIM) GEORGE CLARKO, AM 
Condolence Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [9.02 am] — without notice: I move — 
That the house records its regret at the death of Hon James George Clarko, AM, and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

I rise to acknowledge the passing of Hon Jim Clarko, a former Speaker of the Parliament and long-serving member 
of the Legislative Assembly. Mr Clarko was a former member for Karrinyup and Marmion—he left the Parliament 
before I joined it—and he was much loved by his community, as well as by the Liberal Party, whose values he 
espoused. Mr Clarko was born in Cottesloe in July 1932 to Henry and Mary. I note from his first speech that 
Mr Clarko was very fond of Cottesloe and what it did to instil in him a love of Western Australia’s beaches and 
beachside life, although he was adamant that the surf was better at Trigg. 
He spent his early years in Cottesloe. He was educated at Trinity College, and from the age of 18 worked for the 
Vacuum Oil Company before joining the state audit office, and then transitioning to teaching and attending the 
University of Western Australia. As he was transitioning to teaching, he would also marry Edith Laurel Loudon at 
St Patrick’s Church, and they made the move to Trigg. Edith is with us today in the gallery. In his teaching career, 
he taught at Perth Modern School and Katanning Senior High School and lectured at the then secondary teachers’ 
college. Around the time he started lecturing at the teachers’ college, Jim Clarko was involved in local government, 
serving on council at Perth shire council and the City of Stirling from 1969 through to 1975, although I should note 
that Mr Clarko was involved in politics prior to his time in local government. He was a member of the Liberal Party 
from 1958 and would serve as president of the North Beach branch, the Stirling division and as a member of the state 
executive prior to his successful election to the seat of Karrinyup at the 1974 state election. He gained preselection 
for the seat at the 1971 election, which was a difficult year to be a Liberal candidate, but he was proud nonetheless 
to win the spot over 12 Liberal rivals. He was not opposed again internally—something for which he was grateful. 
In his valedictory speech, he spoke of the truism that not being opposed for preselection is helpful and good for 
your health—and I think most of us would agree! 
As I mentioned earlier, he was elected to this place in 1974 and he held the seat of Karrinyup until its abolition in 
1989. He then moved to the new seat of Marmion until his retirement in 1996, when that seat was abolished. The 
electorate of Karrinyup described by Mr Clarko back in 1974 is barely recognisable today. It is remarkable to hear 
that the suburbs of Marmion, Hamersley, Duncraig, Padbury and Hillarys were all inside the one electorate, along 
with Karrinyup and Trigg. It is difficult to imagine those suburbs when they were still to be subdivided. 
He was very concerned about his community and the kind of life that the people who would eventually call it home 
would have. He was keen on provisions and plans being made for community and sporting facilities across his 
electorate. One got the sense that community, family and friends were very important to him, as evidenced by the 
vast array of memberships, patronships and associations with which he was involved across his community. He 
had a large number of family and friends, and we have a large number of them with us today in the gallery. I would 
like to acknowledge the family of Mr Clarko in the gallery today, especially his wife, Edith; his daughters, Julie, 
Fiona and Lisa, and their partners; his grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and some of Mr Clarko’s friends. 
He asked the rhetorical question in his inaugural speech: how does a community provide a better environment for 
its citizens so that they can enjoy life more? It was clear that he wanted to ensure future generations had access to 
the kind of community that he had. Jim Clarko served in this house for 23 years, which I assure you is a very long 
period of service. He served in a wide variety of roles in this place. He was Speaker of the house—a very, very 
important position. He had a stint as education minister in the O’Connor government in the early 1980s. He held 
many other parliamentary positions and a range of shadow portfolios in opposition from 1983 to 1993. He said 
that he was the only person in the shadow ministry over that time to hold a single portfolio for the entire time. In 
one of his speeches on his retirement from Parliament he made a wry observation about the shadow corrections 
portfolio. He said that corrections was a great portfolio for getting publicity because every time someone broke 
out of jail, he would inevitably get a call from the media and he would get his photo in the paper, saying that the 
government needed to be more careful looking after prisoners. When the next person arrived in the role as shadow 
minister, they would say exactly the same thing about their predecessor who had become the minister! Obviously, 
not much has changed in that regard. 
Most famously, he was the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. Nearly every Speaker is notable for some form 
of spending that attracts attention from the media. Inevitably, Speakers are persuaded into purchasing something 
that causes some controversy—something they would have been aggressive about when they were in opposition. 
However, as we have seen over the years, certainly in my 25 years here, the Parliament has been improved immensely 
through some of the additions. I remember vaguely some controversy about lighting in the chamber that Mr Clarko 
was attacked over. It is unfortunate that in parliamentary life these are the things we are remembered for! It was 
said that the lighting he installed necessitated members to wear sunglasses in the chamber. I note that sometimes 
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some members do wear sunglasses in here, but I think it is for reasons related to what they did the night before! 
Jim Clarko took credit for the decision. He owned the decision for the new lighting in the chamber, which is a huge 
credit to him, although I note that the new lighting did not last the 100 years that he predicted. 

Jim Clarko spoke of how dear parliamentary processes were to him and the dedicated people who made the Parliament 
work. He made a prescient observation in his final speech. While there were no doubt reforms that could be made, 
if this Parliament was to grow in stature, the things said in this place “must become better and better”. To put it 
another way, Mr Speaker, we can tinker with process all we like, but ultimately we all have the ability to ensure that 
the words said in this place, the arguments made that fill Hansard, are of the highest quality and best represent the 
interests of the people we represent. 

Jim Clarko was a well-regarded man who received many awards, not least of which was his Medal of the Order of 
Australia. But I think the most fitting tribute to Jim Clarko is a piece of land that bears his name. If you drive all 
the way down Karrinyup Road to the Indian Ocean, you will come to a very popular park in Trigg, full of families 
catching up, relaxing, enjoying company and the ocean views. He would have been very proud that Clarko Reserve 
bears his name. The fact that it was named after him during his lifetime is a credit to him. Normally these things 
do not happen until after we are gone. 

On behalf of the government and the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I pass on our condolences to the family and 
friends of Jim Clarko. Thank you. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [9.10 am]: It is a great honour for me to 
stand here and contribute to this condolence motion to honour James George Clarko, AM, a stalwart upholder of 
the Parliament of Western Australia, the Liberal Party, the wider City of Stirling community and, not least, his 
family. For nearly 23 years he represented the districts of Karrinyup and Marmion while serving as Minister for 
Education and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 

Jim Clarko was born the son of an engineer in Cottesloe in July 1932 and was educated at Trinity College. Like 
most young men of his generation, he immediately entered the workforce after school, and worked as a Mobil oil 
company depot superintendent and sales representative in Carnamah and Mingenew from 1950 to 1957, before 
spending a year in the State Audit Department. From 1958 to 1961 he was a trainee teacher while also obtaining an 
arts degree from the University of Western Australia and a diploma of education. In 1961, he was elected president 
of the Claremont Teachers College student council. After a teaching career at Perth Modern School as a departmental 
in-service officer and at Katanning Senior High School from 1969 to 1974, Jim was a lecturer in history and politics 
at the Nedlands College of Advanced Education and a member of the Australian College of Education. 

Having married Edith Loudon in 1958, he was most active in his local community serving on the committees 
of the Trigg, North Beach and Waterman Community Associations, and was appointed a justice of the peace in 
1972. Jim was a member of the City of Perth Squadron of the Citizen Air Force where he gained the rank of flight 
lieutenant and the Air Efficiency Award. He was a keen sportsman who joined the Claremont Football Club in 
1953, having played for the Fremantle CBC Amateur Football Club from 1950 to 1952. He also played A grade 
for Cottesloe Rugby Union Football Club and the University Associates and at state level, becoming a selector and 
coach. Later he served as a vice-patron of Claremont Football Club, Western Australia Rugby Union and Surf Life 
Saving WA. He was patron of both the Sorrento and Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Clubs and a life member of 
Sorrento from 2008. 

Joining the Liberal Party in 1958, Jim Clarko served as president of the North Beach branch from 1959 until 1970 
and as a member of the Liberal State Council from 1960 until 1988. He was president of the Stirling division from 
1970 until 1974. In May 1969, he further expanded his community activity by winning election to the Shire of 
Perth, which shortly afterwards was renamed the City of Stirling. During his six years of service, Jim chaired the 
finance, staff and general purpose committee—unstinting service that was recognised by an award in 1977.  

In 1970, Jim Clarko was endorsed by the Liberal Party ahead of 11 other applicants to contest the Labor-held seat of 
Karrinyup, which then contained Innaloo, Scarborough and north Doubleview. While there was much pessimism 
in Liberal ranks going into the 1971 state election, Jim campaigned with energy and confidence. He fell short by 
only 556 votes—0.48 per cent—but had narrowed the margin in an election in which other Liberals were heavily 
defeated contesting Labor seats. The following year, Jim was most active in Ian Viner’s Liberal campaign team that 
captured the division of Stirling at the 1972 federal election. A redistribution of state boundaries pushed Karrinyup 
northwards and converted it to a likely Liberal seat, coinciding with the retirement of the late Stan Lapham, MLA. 
It is a measure of Jim Clarko’s standing within the Liberal Party and the community that in this scenario he was 
selected unopposed to recontest Karrinyup. He was to be unopposed in all subsequent preselections. 

At the 1974 state election that saw Sir Charles Court become Premier, Jim won Karrinyup convincingly with 
a primary vote of 48.7 per cent and a final vote of 54 per cent. It was to be the last time that he needed preferences. 
He was re-elected with 61 per cent of the vote in 1977, and held Karrinyup comfortably through the next three elections 
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until it was redrawn as the district of Marmion. In his last two elections in 1989 and 1993, he won Marmion with 
final majorities of 64.3 per cent and 70.4 per cent. In June 1975, a little more than a year into his first term in Parliament, 
Jim was appointed as government Whip. From 1977 until January 1982, he served as Chairman of Committees and 
Deputy Speaker. In the O’Connor government, he served as Honorary Minister assisting Minister for Education until 
May 1982, when cabinet was enlarged and he became Minister for Education. Within government ranks he had 
argued forcefully for civics and politics to be included in the school curriculum. 

After his term as a minister was cut short by the 1983 election, Jim Clarko served continually as a shadow minister 
for the next decade. He covered a range of portfolios—notably local government, planning, racing and gaming, 
and parliamentary and electoral matters. From 1983 to 1989, he was the only Liberal MLA covering the northern 
suburbs, back in the days before proportional representation in the Legislative Council gave parties greater coverage. 
On the election of Richard Court’s coalition government in 1993, Jim Clarko was elected as Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly. He oversaw the first televising of chamber proceedings, instituted the practice of supplementary 
questions, and ruled against long preambles in questions without notice. 

The SPEAKER: Hear, hear! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: He was a team player loyal to parliamentary staff. Indeed, his valedictory speech was full 
of praise for the parliamentary staff and others who had supported him during his career. Having served with 
authority and dignity, Jim retired from Parliament at the December 1996 state election. The district of Marmion had 
been redrawn as Carine in the 1994 redistribution, with Katie Hodson-Thomas selected as the Liberal candidate. 
Jim campaigned alongside her to ensure that she successfully held Carine against a formidable Independent challenge, 
which was characteristic of his commitment to grassroots liberalism. 

Jim Clarko worked as a political consultant from 1997, serving as president of the Heartlands Tourism Association 
until 2002 and representing the WA Independent Grocers Association. He maintained many community interests 
including patronage of the German Shepherd Dog Association of Western Australia—he must have been a wonderful 
person if he loved German shepherds. In 2006, Jim was given the award of Member of the Order of Australia for 
service to Parliament and the community of the City of Stirling. Jim continued to be active in the Liberal Party, 
receiving its Distinguished Service Award in 1998. Jim was a strong voice in selection meetings and served on the 
campaign committee for my seat of Scarborough in 2008, and at the same time for the seat of Carine. He maintained 
his loyalty and commitment to the Liberal Party as always, before and after his parliamentary career. 

I went back to Jim’s inaugural speech to see what he was concerned about when he stood for Parliament for the 
first time. In his speech he states — 

James Clarke—I hasten to repeat: James Clarke—an American clergyman and writer asserted that 
“A politician thinks of the next election, a statesman of the next generation.” I see the essence of being a good 
politician as working and planning primarily for the good of the present generations whilst contemporaneously 
taking full cognisance of the probable needs and aspirations of future generations. Particularly do I believe 
that major community projects of a permanent nature should be funded by long-term loans, which would 
enable the people of tomorrow, who will also use these facilities, to share the cost, whilst also providing 
for the people of today more amenities than would otherwise be provided. 

James Clarke defined what is a statesman. I will look closely during the coming months at the members 
of this Chamber to observe how statesmen act. 

I hope he was not disappointed. The rest of his inaugural speech was all about community clubs. It was about the 
clubs at Sorrento and Duncraig, the Scarborough Sportsmen’s Club, the North Beach and Districts Sportsmen’s Club 
and what was then the soon-to-be-established Innaloo Sportsmen’s Club. He spoke about his beloved beaches. 
Bearing in mind his inaugural speech was delivered in 1974, he said — 

I hope our beaches can be beautified where they have previously been scarred by man. Where minimal 
facilities cannot be hidden they should be planned to fit in with the landscape, or camouflaged in some 
way. In truth, the most beautiful beach I have ever seen was one where there was no trace of man. 

Jim went on to say — 

I am sure that there are many people like myself who have a love for our beaches and who do not wish 
to see buildings constructed between the coastal road and the ocean unless they are of the greatest and 
direst necessity. 

Our beaches are a priceless asset and I hope that in future years local authorities, and State Government 
departments, will take a greater interest in the views of conservation groups and knowledgeable citizens 
who are interested in the development of our coastline. 

He finished his inaugural speech with these words — 
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It has always been a fundamental personal pleasure for me to live by, look at, and bathe in the Indian Ocean. 
I live where I do today because I choose to do so. The beach must be retained as near as possible in its 
natural state so that all my fellow Western Australians can share and enjoy it, particularly the people in 
the Karrinyup electorate who deserve to live in a community which will enable them—whether they are 
young or old—to live a happy and fulfilling life. 

When we look at the achievements of Jim Clarko in our local area, he worked for the betterment of our local community. 
He put in place many initiatives and contributed to many clubs and sporting organisations to make sure that the local 
communities in the suburbs that my friend the member for Carine and I represent have a great quality of life.  
I called Katie Hodson-Thomas and asked her if she had any words she would like us to contribute to this condolence 
motion. Katie said that Jim was a very hard act to follow. She said that he was an absolute stalwart in the community 
and everywhere you went people talked about it. Whether from his time in politics or teaching, Jim was held in very 
high regard by everyone who spoke of him. Neither Katie nor I could ever recall anyone having a bad word to say 
about Jim. Katie said that once Jim was elected, he came to see her every week of her first term. She said he did that 
in a very fatherly way; he was a mentor and he wanted to be sure that she was across all of the issues and understood 
the background of the different issues that were happening locally. Katie remembers Jim with the greatest fondness 
and affection. I wanted to get that on the record on behalf of Katie because we share an immense fondness for Jim.  
Jim’s valedictory speech is an interesting read. In it, he spoke of a moment when he and only one other person from 
the opposition were sitting in the chamber when legislation was about to be debated, but the opposition spokesperson 
for that matter was not present. The Speaker had said, “The question is that the bill be now read a second time.” 
In Jim’s words — 

There was a long pause. Only the Leader of the Opposition and I were sitting on the front bench. He 
told me to get up and speak. “What! What!” said I. He said, “Speak now; get the call.” Mr Speaker, being 
considerate, started to put the question again because he knew there was some difficulty. I asked my leader 
what was the Bill. “I don’t know”, he said, “but get up and speak and I will get someone who should be 
here.” So I did. I said, “Mr Speaker”, very slowly, and I said, “I am pleased to be able to speak on this 
important matter today.” I said that slowly too. Then I tried to send a message to my brain that I should 
think rapidly and come up with some brilliant comment, but as usual the brain was dead.  

I can just imagine Jim saying this — 
So I tried another tack and said in my most statesmanlike way, “No legislation comes before this House 
that has not been thoroughly examined by a wide cross-section of the Administration and the bureaucracy.” 
I continued on in that vain in a totally vacuous way. Eventually—it seemed like hours but it was only 
minutes—the person due to speak for the Opposition arrived in the Chamber, at which time I promptly 
sat down. I still do not know what that Bill was or what it was about and was rather offended when some 
of my colleagues told me that it was probably the best speech I ever made in this House. 

That was Jim. The rest of his valedictory speech was all about other people. He thanked and honoured other members 
that he looked up to and the people who had helped him. He also had some words to say about his family. He said — 

My family and friends have been and still are a vital and integral part of my life. They have supported 
me strongly through all of what is at times a difficult job of being in politics. I thank my wife, Edith, my 
three beautiful daughters, and now their three not so beautiful husbands, my sons-in-law. I would not 
recommend anyone start a fight with any of them. Two of them are 6’6” and one is 6’3” and he has more 
fight in him than the other two together. I am very proud of them and my four sisters—I have no brothers. 
I have four grandchildren, one of whom will be about 11’6” and he will also help me in my declining years. 

Jim also paid tribute to Bett Lyon, who is in the gallery today. He said — 
Since I have been a member of Parliament one lady has been my electorate secretary and I refer to Bett Lyon. 
She is an amazing electorate secretary and person. If I were to return to Parliament, I would not have 
a male electorate secretary because a secretary like Bett is brilliant. 

The final paragraph of Jim’s valedictory speech stated — 
I was a lecturer in politics before I came to this place. One thing that does strike me is that it is amazing 
how little the community at large knows about politics. The media and people in the public make all sorts 
of statements about members of Parliament. They talk about our lack of quality, which I reject. I was 
a lecturer at the Nedlands College of Advanced Education in history and politics. If one looks at the list 
of positions and where people are ranked in the community, lecturers rank very highly. I was elected on the 
Saturday and on the Sunday morning when I woke up as a member of Parliament I knew I was down with 
the journalists and used car salesmen at the bottom of the list, and I had not done anything but have a sleep. 
It would be great if an education program could teach the people of our community more about the true 
role of politicians and the Parliament. 
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We are also joined in the gallery today by Jim’s partners in crime growing up, John O’Connell and John Gibbons. 
It is lovely to see them here.  

In my very first campaign, I was fortunate to have Hon Jim Clarko and Hon George Strickland as part of my campaign 
team. Our campaign office really was not big enough for the two personalities! Jim, at one end, kept the humour 
marching along—he had such a wit. He timed things absolutely perfectly. He kept our spirits up and kept us all 
activated. George was my historian. George would make sure that we all understood the history of everything that 
had been happening with respect to the Scarborough–Innaloo district from when he was involved as a councillor 
at the City of Stirling—a similar background to Jim. I felt so privileged and honoured to have those two wonderful 
gentlemen as part of my campaign committee and to have mentored me in looking after the suburbs. They really 
handed the baton to me and my friend the member for Carine when we took over in 2008.  

I know that the last few years were really difficult for Jim and his family. It was such a difficult thing for a loved one 
to pass away during the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been difficult to pay proper tribute; to hold a proper funeral 
and memorial service that is fitting of the contribution that a wonderful person like Jim has made to our community. 
I look forward to the memorial service, when it is appropriate for us to have that, so that we can share our wonderful 
stories of Jim. Julie, in keeping with the tradition of the Clarko family, has made a contribution to the Battye Library, 
which is putting together a historical recount of what it was like for people to die during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Julie’s contribution was heartbreaking. It is absolutely heartbreaking to sit with our loved ones during times when 
there are restrictions on visiting hours in our care facilities and hospitals.  

I thank you, Julie, for sending through that beautiful photo of Jim and me at one of our Stirling division meetings. 
I will treasure that photo forever. Thank you for including me in that story. You have made a massive contribution 
to our community in putting down your words so that we can all remember the sacrifices that people have made 
during this pandemic when farewelling their loved ones. 

Vale Jim Clarko. I express our deepest sympathy to Edith, to his daughters, Fiona, Julie and Lisa, to their partners, 
Rick, Duncan and Bruce, and to his seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Jim was a wonderful person, 
and I am the better for knowing him. Thank you.  

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [9.31 am]: I am honoured to speak today on 
behalf of the Parliamentary National Party and to contribute to this condolence motion for Hon James Clarko, AM, 
better known to everybody as Jim. I would like to acknowledge the presence of his family and friends in the chamber. 
I was pleased to meet them today. I extend our sympathy to them, and also to his colleagues, the members of the 
Liberal Party. I understand that Jim was a dedicated and active member of the Liberal Party. 

Jim was the member for Karrinyup, and later Marmion following the boundary changes between 1974 and 1996. 
Before this, he served as a City of Stirling councillor from 1969 to 1975, which he considered as an apprenticeship 
for his later role in Parliament. He was also a teacher and a politics lecturer. From the day he was elected into the 
Western Australian Parliament in 1974 until the time he retired in 1996, he had served 22 years, the longest of 
any then serving member. During his significant contribution to the Western Australian Parliament, he served as 
Minister for Education, as government Whip, as chairman of parliamentary committees, and, of course, as Speaker. 
He also had the unenviable task of being a shadow minister for 10 years straight. Without a doubt, Jim loved his 
place in the Western Australian Parliament, both the procedural side of Parliament, and his role in making the lives 
of his constituents better. Indeed, many would refer to Jim as a true community stalwart. It was this ultimate 
dedication that gained him two significant honours, a Queen’s Jubilee Medal in 1977, and an Order of Australia 
medal in 2006.  

Jim’s dedication was evident in his contributions to this place. For example, in his inaugural address on 6 August 1974, 
he posed very community-related questions, such as —  

How does a community provide a better environment for its citizens so that they can enjoy life more?  

In the context of building more clubs and sporting facilities, he also said —  

I firmly believe that community involvement and pride in one’s district adds immeasurably to one’s enjoyment 
of life.  

It is clear that he was about making people’s lives better now and into the future. Indeed, that was what he saw his 
role as a member of Parliament as being. He said — 

I see the essence of being a good politician as working and planning primarily for the good of the present 
generations whilst contemporaneously taking full cognisance of the probable needs and aspirations of 
future generations.  

Jim served before my time in this place, but two former National Party members of Parliament who shared time 
in Parliament with Jim during his lengthy career have reflected on their time together. I wish to share some of those 
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recollections with members today. Former Agricultural Region member of Parliament and Minister for Transport, 
Hon Murray Criddle, recalls that Jim was a lover of wine—red in particular. However, there was one wine for 
which he had a great dislike, and he was not afraid of letting everyone know of that dislike. Murray says that he once 
went on a trip to Japan with Jim. A silver service dinner had been arranged for their delegation. The members of 
the Japanese delegation were on one side of the table, and they were on the other. The wine on offer was the one that 
Jim apparently had a great dislike for. However, despite the poor wine choice, Jim soldiered on, apparently having 
a great time, indulging heavily in the wine on offer, and letting everyone know how good it was. Murray was 
extremely impressed. 
A former member for South West Region, Hon Murray Montgomery, has also made some reflections. He said, 
with a chuckle, that Jim was a character. He said that he epitomised everything about the politics of that era. He was 
focused entirely on his constituents, and he would talk to whatever minister he needed to and do whatever was 
necessary to drive an outcome for his community. The political divide just was not an issue for him. He had many 
friends on the right and on the left, and in the other place. Murray said that he was a true friend of the Parliament 
and of the people.  
On behalf of the Nationals WA, I conclude by expressing our sincere condolences to Jim’s family and friends, 
particularly his wife, Edith, and their three daughters, Fiona, Julie and Lisa, at the passing of their husband and father. 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.35 am]: I rise to make a brief statement 
to recognise the contribution that Hon James George Clarko made to all of Western Australia, and to this Parliament. 
I pass on my condolences to his wife, Edith, and his daughters, Fiona, Julie and Lisa.  
I was not in Parliament when Jim was in Parliament, but Jim was such a strong supporter of the Liberal Party that 
we could not escape his ever presence in our lives. I would describe Jim as a massive ball of positive energy. He 
always had a big smile on his face, and we built off that.  
Jim’s record comprises four pages. He has an amazing record in this Parliament, in his community, in the sporting 
community, and in all the organisations of which he was the patron. He has an amazing background. A lot of this 
has been covered by previous speakers.  
One of the reasons that I am speaking this morning is that Jim Clarko was the member for Marmion. Whenever 
I would run into Jim Clarko, he would give me a bit of history about the Marmion family, and I would always 
learn a bit more. According to Jim Clarko, the suburb of Marmion was named after my great-great-grandfather 
Patrick Marmion, who had a whaling station at Sorrento. I see that some people are not sure about that. Jim always 
reminded me of that. Every time he spoke to me, he would think that he was telling me the story for the first time, 
but he had already told me that story many times. I will give members one little anecdote. At the 2008 election 
launch for the Liberal Party, there was a massive number of people—probably 600 or 700—all sitting at a massive 
number of tables. I happened to be sitting at a side table, along with two interesting people. One was Colin Barnett, 
who was at the time the outgoing member for Cottesloe, and the other was Jim Clarko, the former member for 
Marmion, and of course he told me the story again about how the suburb of Marmion was created.  
Jim was one of the more positive members of the Liberal Party. When I was campaigning for the seat of Nedlands, 
I was up against a sitting Liberal member, Sue Walker. I have to say that although everyone was most encouraging 
and saying, “Well done, Bill, for running for the seat of Nedlands”, I got the vibe that people were not that confident 
that I would be able to beat the sitting member—unlike Jim Clarko. I remember that function very well because 
Jim told me that I would win the seat of Nedlands, and that gave me a lot of encouragement. 
Not many people have 23 years’ experience in Parliament. Jim certainly should be in the hall of fame for the service 
that he has given to the Western Australian Parliament and also to the community of Western Australia. I would 
like to pass on my deepest condolences to Edith, Fiona, Julie and Lisa. 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.40 am]: Today I would like to pay tribute to a good friend and an outstanding 
former state member of Parliament, Hon James George Clarko, AM, better known to us all as Jim. Jim was born 
on 21 July 1932 and died on 7 April 2020 at the age of 87. At that time, Western Australia, like the world, was in 
lockdown with COVID-19 and, as a consequence, his passing was not given the funeral or acknowledgement from 
the wider community that this outstanding individual deserved. I would like to correct this a little, if I can, today, 
by taking the time to talk about his life in the Parliament of Western Australia, where he spent so much of his life. 
A staunch Liberal all his life, Jim joined the Liberal Party in 1958 and served as the president of the North Beach 
branch from 1959 to 1970, then as president of the Stirling division from 1970 to 1974. From 1969, he served 
six years as a City of Stirling councillor while continuing as an active member of a range of community and sporting 
organisations and in the Citizens Active Air Force. In 1974, while a lecturer at the Nedlands Secondary Teachers 
College, Jim won the seat of Karrinyup, which later became the electorate of Marmion. He held those seats for the 
next 22 years, with a steadily growing majority at every election until his retirement in 1996. This was a truly amazing 
feat in the ups and downs of politics, and he shared those years with the same electorate officer, Bett Lyon. Jim, 
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Bett and their families became closely entwined. I understand that the Friday night get-togethers at the Clarko 
home in Trigg became a regular meeting place for Jim’s closest friends and supporters and that the champagne was 
accompanied by noisy and vigorous debate on every subject under the sun. That group of people was the foundation 
of Jim’s campaign committee at every election. 

I was fortunate enough to receive the following insights from Jim’s daughter Julie McClymont — 

I remember our household as noisy, chaotic and active. Dad was always busy—on the phone, reading the 
paper, watching the news or catching some sleep—everything was focussed on his constituents’ needs 
and the Liberal Party’s success at the next election. 

Dad and his committee held many events to raise the money to fund his campaigns, but the most famous 
and successful were the functions held in our simple suburban backyard, which attracted crowds of 
200 people or more. 

Picture a 1970s back yard, a lawn to trap unwary women in high heels and trees holding coloured party 
lights strung as high as a rickety ladder and teenagers could reach. 

Food was laid out on trestle tables, often steak and sausages cooked on wood fired barbecues, with salads 
made by many hands. The alcohol was integral to success, and as the liquor flowed and the noise levels 
rose, we three girls were sent out with raffle books to charm money from the guests. 

The real success of these functions was not just the fund-raising, it was because Dad ensured that he spoke 
to every person, seeking information about what was important to them, setting out his aims for the 
community and inspiring in them a desire to do their bit to achieve the best possible outcome for the district. 

One of Jim’s favourite quotes was from James Freeman Clarke, a nineteenth century philosopher who said — 

A politician looks for the success of his party; a statesman for that of his country. The statesman wishes 
to steer while the politician is satisfied to drift. 

Those were the values that Jim lived by, as seen in his maiden speech to this Parliament on 6 August 1974 when 
he said —  

How does a community provide a better environment for its citizens so that they can enjoy life more? 
My time in local government has brought home to me the urgent need both to upgrade the provision of 
community services and facilities in my older suburbs and to plan ahead for them in new subdivisions. 

Jim served as a member of the WA Legislative Assembly from 1974 to 1996 and was Speaker of the house from 
1993 to 1996. On becoming Speaker, he said, “My observation of Speakers over 20 years is that it is extremely 
difficult always to be seen to be the quintessence of fairness. Nevertheless, that is my objective.” He also served 
as Minister for Education, a role for which he was admirably suited, due to his background as a teacher and lecturer 
in history of politics. At Jim’s funeral, one of his grandchildren quipped that if Jim had been told he had only 
two minutes to speak, he would still have taken 20, and it is true. Anyone who has ever met Jim Clarko ended up in 
either an engaging discussion or a noisy argument, or, if they did not dare to argue, they instead received a lengthy, 
well-informed lecture. 

In retirement, Jim was a political consultant, representing the WA Independent Grocers Association, and he stayed 
in touch with his many community interests and sporting social groups of which he was a patron. He remained 
active in the Liberal Party and received the distinguished service award in 1998. In 2006, Jim was awarded the 
Member of the Order of Australia for his services to the Parliament and the community of the City of Stirling. 

What did Jim Clarko love? First and foremost, his family. Edith, his wife of 63 years, provided him with endless 
support while working as a teacher at St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School and raising their three daughters, Fiona, 
Julie and Lisa. That really was sometimes a solo effort by Edith, especially when Parliament was sitting, for in those 
days, the house often sat all night and Jim was always deeply involved in community groups, so he was often out in 
the evenings. However, his deep love for his wife, his daughters, their husbands and, later on, his seven grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren, was evident to anyone who knew him. 

Jim was a true Western Australian. He was a keen supporter of Claremont Football Club, he caught marron in the 
south west and he holidayed at Rottnest Island every year, if possible. But no-one could doubt that politics was his 
main passion, and long after his retirement, he provided guidance and help to the two members who succeeded him, 
firstly Katie Hodson-Thomas and then me. I cannot overemphasise how valuable Jim was to me as friend and mentor 
when I was fortunate enough to gain preselection for his old seat, which then became the electorate of Carine. Jim 
was always unstinting in sharing his wisdom and experience, and to a new member such as myself, that was 
incredibly valuable. After his retirement, he helped both Katie and myself at every election until his ill health made 
it impossible. Even then his sound advice did not cease. 
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One of the many sad parts of the coronavirus pandemic that we are currently living through is the situation it has 
created for those in ill health. In Jim’s final stages, he was in Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital for several weeks and 
visitors were steadily restricted until he could receive only one visitor for one hour a day, much to the distress of his 
family. On being transferred to residential care at Chrystal Halliday, his family was unable to visit him at all due to 
lockdown until the hour of his death. Similarly, members of his family, many friends and those of us in politics who 
knew and respected him would have liked to have paid tribute to this fine man by physically attending his funeral 
but, sadly, we were unable to do so. 

My best wishes and condolences go to Mrs Edith Clarko and the family for their loss. However, those of us who 
knew Jim are better for having done so. Jim Clarko was a true old-school statesman in the mould of our own 
Sir Charles Court, who fulfilled his role as a member of Parliament for the greater good of society, not for his own 
self-interest. He sought to make his community, and thereby this world, a better place. He certainly is a hard act 
to follow. 

Vale Hon Jim Clarko. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [9.48 am]: Thank you, members. I just have a few words to say. I will call 
Jim Mr Clarko because Mr Clarko used to teach me at Perth Modern School. Every time I walk out to come into the 
chamber to start Parliament, he is looking down at me, and all I can remember is him saying, “Watson, shut up. 
Watson, shut up.”  

Mr Clarko was the twenty-fifth speaker of the Legislative Assembly. I really like a couple of things he did, which 
I think might have slipped. He ruled that mobile phones and pagers were not to be brought into the chamber, so I will 
have to look up the rules on that. He ruled out long preambles to questions without notice and was also prepared 
to rule questions out of order if they were not relevant to the minister’s portfolio. That has given me a couple of 
things to look at in question time today! 

He was a tremendous man. I met him coming out of my office one day and he said, “Well, Watto, I never thought 
you’d be a Speaker.” I said, “Well, I didn’t think you would be, either, Mr Clarko!” That is the way it goes. He was 
a remarkable man and a great educator, and we can see what he has done in Parliament. 

To his family members here today, Edith, Fiona, Julie and Lisa, on behalf of the Parliament, we send our respects 
and condolences to you. I now request all members to rise for a minute’s silence in order to carry this motion. 

Question passed; members and officers standing as a mark of respect. 
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